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LETTER OF THE l\10N'IH 

Dear Sir : 
I have been a reader of AMAZrN G STO­

RIES since 1938 and have al>vays enjoyed 
every issue. Occasionally a poor stor~· 
finds i ts way into }'our "mag11

, but tbe1·e 
a1·e usually enough good ones t-0 com­
pensate. 

I t is amazing the fu ss some people make 
about cove1·s and trim111ed edges as if it 
affects the valt1e of the story. 

Peisonally, I buy your (ox should I 
say "our" mag) sttictly for tJ1e stories 
and do no-t care much if the covers a1·e 
on or off, \vhether they feature nudes, 
BEMs, OT anything else, though I thiJ1k 
they should illustrate one of the stories. 

I have :read most of the Ame1·ican and 
British science-fiction n1ags and AMAZ­
ING tops then1 all every time. 

In your July lssue I t'ead F rederic 
Booth's a:rticJe ''The Last of the Saucers", 
in wbich be stated that tl1e Naval Reseai-ch 
Jabs released t}1e i1uormatio11 that the 
saueers •vere Radiosonde balloons. 

Early last year a saucer was sighted 
over Kenzie City ill B1·itisb Guiana and a 
little later one \:s;·as s ighted at night b:r 
three prominent citizens of our West 
Coast 

One of these persons I know to be a 
person who would not tell a lie to deceive 
anybody. How come sauce1·s ove1· :British 
Guiana? What was a Racliosonde balloon 
doi11g over Chile last year masque1:ading 
as a saucer? Did the U.S. have any Radio­
so11de ha110011s oveT No1·,vay ·m 1947? W l1y 
is it t hat none of tl1ese Radiosonde balloons 
01· "saucers" has ever hee11 found by civil i­
ans anywhere? I s it possible for the same 
type of Radiosonde balloons mistaken for 
saucers over ?tf exico, Norway, Chile, 
British Guiana and the U.S. to be seen 
over Russia? I guess the researcn labs 
1nust l1ave l'eleased a11 awful lot of bal­
loons to cover sucl1 places as GeTmany1 

"vl1ere a saucer '\ras tra.cked by .radar, 
and st1ch places as Japan, Holland, Greece 
and Yugoslavia. Could a Radiosonde ba1-
Joon pass through a ca1r:ron at high-enough 
speed to whip tha tops off trees? Was 
Captain 1\1Ia11tell }(illed over Godman Field 
cl1asing Radiosonde balloons! What about 
aerial objects sigl1ted •111 ove1· the \YOrld 
at val'ious ti1nes before the advent of Ra­
diosonde balloons, objects described in va1·i· 
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ous books and pape1·s by people of high 
standing as ael.'ia l ships and tI1at even 
before aircraft were in'7ented etn earth. I 
would advise M1·. Booth to study well the 
r eports acct1n1ulated over the centuries 
before dismissing t1'1e saucers 1igJ1t1y as 
mass hallucinatio11s1 hysteria, Radiosonde 
balloons or human nntu1·e. 

\Vhy is it so difficult to believe that 
lhere could be other beings who might 
have solved the secret of space travel? 

When one thinks abou t ou1· own planet 
and h ow little we still know about jt how 
ca.1.1 we presume to say what is and what 
is not possih1e i11 outer space? 

l\tiaybe the i·easo11 wlry the saucer sto1·y 
is not being released to the publie is be­
cause of fea1·-fear of '"hat it Jtrigbt do t o 
the well-ordered sclieme of things as they 
are now. 

The Orson Welles broadeast \Vas a 
splendid example of what could ltappen if 
the news is spru11g too st1ddenly. 

I have ne,vel' before written to AMAZ· 
ING STOIDES and I t rust that this, my 
fi.t:st letter, may be publisJ1ed in the Read­
er's Forum. 

I am desirous of taking up tJle saucer 
issue with a-nyone who may care to write 
me and will answer promptly any fans in­
tereste~ ~n corresponding with me on sci- . 
ence f1ct1on, radio, photography and the 
Hawaiian guitaT. 

Albert L. Chand1·a 
''D" Hogg Street 
Albouystown 
Geo1·getown, Demei·a1·a 
South Ame1'ica 

HIS FAVORITE l\1AG? NATCH! 

Dear Howard: 
WeJl1 I just got the August issue of my 

favorite magazil1e, Al\fAZING STORIES, 
and as ~ret I haven't read any of t he sto• 
ries. I can1t read the lead story, anyl1ow, 
bef:a use I still don't }ta ve the Mareh isst1e 
(hint, hint), so I ca11 ri:ad the first F lan­
nigan story (I l1ave the second). But I 
have read the Observat-0r y. W OW! I a]­
n1ost dropped dead- "F Al\fTASTIC bi-
1nonthly, color on the inside,,. 0}1, boy I 
Keep it up, boy-that's all I ask! 

No\v-my viewpoi11t on the readers' 
\rtewpaint : 

Ja1nes Lyles-wJ1at's your phone num­
ber? 
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